BSB-B136 Faculty Comments
Regarding Smart Podium

Now that I've gotten used to the equipment in my limited usage, I 

Feel quite comfortable. Sometimes it takes me several attempts to scan my code in, but that's not a huge issue.  Also I've learned to press the keypad several times if my first contact doesn't work.

One thing that you may consider is to have a low wattage light in 

The VCR cabinet, because it's hard to see the eject button (ITB/137).

I thought that the training on the room was great: I was a little

Surprised to learn I needed it, though! I guess when I heard where I was  teaching, I had no idea what was there, and so the additional time 

commitment seemed like a drag: it turned out to really open some 

doors, though, and I am really glad I did have this opportunity.

I wish the smartpodium were allocated on the basis of need, rather 

than numbers.

The smartpodium is totally easy to use: I really love it. I guess 

everyone has their own preferred "configuration": me, I love to use 

the flash drive and the local pc. I've also had three movies in class 

-- that's not something I would ever have thought of doing, except 

that I happened to learn about the Lyons Media Center on campus and 

their interuniversity film lending service, so I could find resources that really made sense for my course.

That's basically it: I am really happy to have had the opportunity. I 

do hope that those who use the room don't just try to subsstitute tech 

for solid teaching and learning objectives. But it sure allows you to 

be creative, knowing you have the internet and whatnot, so that you 

can create common experiences for your students.

Hi, I would comment that the equipment is easy to use and the 

Training was great.  I personally would like to see this in other classrooms, preferably smaller classrooms.  

Thanks for all your help this past term with the smart podium in BSB B136. It's a wonderful lecture hall and the equipment proved itself 

dependable every lecture, save the one day when my disc was corrupt.

Regarding suggestions for improvement, I offer the following -

1.  Reduce the sign-in security to a single "read"  - quite often 

the system required 2-3 tries before it recognized two consecutive swipes.

2. Post a list of "instructions" and "troubleshooting" for common

occurring problems:

a.      Projector won't power up.

b.      PC won't power up

c.      etc...

I wanted to thank you very much for the welcome you extended me while 

I visited in early December.

I have to say the smart room you demonstrated to participants at the 

Conference on e-learning is very good. I have to say that the Mark III 

design has sparked interest back at the University of Ottawa.

I wanted to add that the podium re-design and the implementation that 

you have made of the support at a distance is very well done. As I 

described to you, our experience with close to 90 of these rooms has shown us that the only feasible way to minimize down time in class has been to act on two fronts : simplification of the technology and fast response to technical problems. The podium and your choice of control panel gives you simplification. The support at a distance capability of your techology is sure to minimize down time.

Your implementation of the technology is integrating best practices 

all over. You also are ahead of the game on accessibility of the podium. We will look at your podium re-design to see if it can provide us with solution to this torny issue. The restriction given by the Ontario Accessibility Law are strict and you are one of the first to solve it elegantly. Our own experience with smart classrooms has shown us that faculty members and sessional instructors will take to those room with a passion. 

Good work. You are on the right track with your design and implementation. Good luck for the future and thanks again for the welcome.

